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"I

March31, 2.008
Dear Friends,
Blessings in the name of our risen Lord!
We asked Dr. K. Lavern Snider, our missionary to Japan from 1957 to 1992,
to share some memories in preparation for the FMWM tribute to Jacob
DeShazer. Jake's recent death has catapulted his story again into the
national news. He was converted in a Japanese prison camp and then after
World War II returned to Japan as a Free Methodist missionary.
Here are some of Lavern's remarks:

DeShazer in 1953

"My first acquaintance with Jacob DeShazer was in 1953. Jake had already been in Japan for some
time preaching the gospel across the nation with amazing results. I heard that he had led many
people to Christ - probably more converts than any other missionary to that time.
"As a conference, a Youth Congress on Evangelism, neared the time to close, I needed to see Jake
about some scheduling. Not knowing how to find him, I sent a messenger to find him so that I could
see him but for a few moments. The response each time was 'He is busy and cannot come.' I asked
what he was busy about. The response was, 'He is
leading someone to Christ and will not be free until he had
completed this task.' I was stunned. But this was Jake. He
had a divine compulsion to lead people to the Savior he
had come to know as a prisoner of war of the Japanese."

Jacob DeShazer, with his wife and son, shakes
the hand of Misawa, one of his former prison
guards in Japan who had come to hear
DeShazer speak

Jake and his wife Florence spent 30 years as FMWM
missionaries in Japan. During their ministry 23 new Free
Methodist churches were established, hundreds of people
came to Jesus, and the story of Jake's conversion in a
Japanese prison camp and subsequent call to go back to
his captors with the message of Jesus became nationally
known. His memorial service was held March 29 in Salem,
Oregon.
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